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The sugar water lawsuit
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The sugar water lawsuit

Rights based on the sugar water lawsuit that apply to this day:

» Creators must be asked for permission prior to each use of their works.
> This is simplified through GEMA by offering licences for music users.

» Creators must be paid/remunerated for the uses of their works.

> GEMA takes care of adequate payment and enables
straightforward exploitations through licence agreements.

» Copyright is applicable during the lifetime of the creators plus an additional 70 years
after their deaths.

> Legal successors are also supported by GEMA in their matters.
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The copyright act

“Copyright protects the author in his or her intellectual and personal relationships to
] | the work and in respect of the use of the work. It also serves to ensure equitable
remuneration for the use of the work.“ (§ 11 UrhG)

2 | “Only the author’s own intellectual creations constitute works within the meaning of this Act.” (§ 2 UrhG)

3 ,» The author has the exclusive right to exploit his or her work in material form® and ,the
exclusive right to communicate his or her work to the public in non-material form”. (§15 UrhQG)

4 ‘ “Adaptations or other transformations of a work, including, in particular, of a melody,
may be published or exploited only with the author’s consent.” (§23 UrhQ)

5 ‘ “Copyright expires 70 years after the author’s death.” (§64 UrhQG)

Translation by Ute Reusch
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What is GEMA actually?

= GEMA stands for:
Gesellschaft fur musikalische Auffiihrungs- und
mechanische Vervielfaltigungsrechte

= GEMA s a musical collective management organisation
and has the legal form of a commercial association (s.22
BGB)

=  GEMA must not make any profits

= The purpose of the association is to manage the copyrights
of its members in a fiduciary capacity as a trustee and to
exploit their rights vis-a-vis the licensees
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Facts and figures

= Over 100.000 members
=  Approx. 50m documented works** worldwide

= Represents more than 3m rightsholders** throughout the
world

=  Average distribution amount per year: over 1 billion euros*
)k k

=  Processes approx. 1,5 petabytes (1,5 million gigabytes)

* Locations: Berlin, Munich, Hamburg, Dresden, Nuremberg,
Stuttgart

=  Approx. 600 employees

**All figures rounded. As of Dec 2025
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GEMA

Royalties
Distribution amount 2023

Other
sectors
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Sound

i ¥
recordings 73
Remuneration
rights

International
income

(2022: €1.009bn)
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Our members

Composers

® " ®

Lyricists Music publishers
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GEMA & GVL - Who does what?

Act on Copyright and
Related Rights
(Urheberrechtsgesetz -
UrhG)

Copyright Neighbouring Rights

Creators Performing Artists

Singer/songwriters,
producers

Recordings

€«

Collaboration
(e. g. collection)

<=

Rights management

Music publishers

Rights management
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GEMA, GVL & GEZ (TV licence)

®

GEMA

= manages exploitation
rights (copyright)

= of composers, lyricists and
music publishers

= collective management
organisation

©

manages neighbouring rights

ARD ZDF Deutschlandradio

Beitragsservice

(formerly: GEZ, ,,TV licence in Germany for
each household*)

e collects the TV licence

of performing artists and contribution of German

labels households and passes it on
collective management to the public service
organisation broadcasters

» shared institution, run by
public service broadcasters
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Deed of Assighment

.\ Performing
“ Rights (Live)

(« ) Broadcasting rights
TT_ for radioand TV

Mechanical reproduction rights and distribution

rights for audio, audiovisual and multimedia
carriers

@ Communication to the public

rights for radio and TV broadcasts

Making available rights i.e. make
music available on the internet



https://www.gema.de/documents/d/guest/user_upload-dokumente-musikurheber-berechtigungsvertrag-berechtigungsvertrag_2022_muster-pdf
https://www.gema.de/documents/d/guest/berechtigungsvertrag_2023-05_e_muster-pdf
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Rights management

Members
Rights management
'Y ) 2 2 -
9 D

Royalties

Licensing

Documentation

Use licence

Distribution

Licensees

13



Basics

Rights management

KODA (DK)
ASCAP/BMI PRS (UK)
(USA)
SIAE (IT) GEMA STIM (SWE)
JASRAC (JP) AKM (AUT)

SACEM (FRA)
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Representation of interests

Composers Online licensing

Lyricists Market economy
GEMA Legislator
Aah
Music publishers Politics
— —

German Copyright Act (UrhQ)
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Governing bodies of the association

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

SUPERVISORY BOARD MANAGING COMMITTEE
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Setup and structure of GEMA

The type of Members

membership has no of GEMA are:

influence on how the

rights are managed or Composers . . . .

how the royalties are Lyricists Music publishers

distributed

Associate members Full members

GEMA supervisory Right to contribute except standing for
authorities election Funds

. Social fund Pension
Representation by delegates scheme

German Patent and
Trademark Office

Direct contribution ¥ all rights included

General Assembly
Cartel Office
Member committees Supervisory Board

Managing Committee
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GEMA x SRH Berlin

Associate and full membership

Composers Lyricists Music publishers

Associate membership Full membership
‘[ Approx. 96.000 members | Approx. 5.000 Members J

( )

No special requirements L

r

Requirements: Number of works,
membership duration, minimum turnover

[ No contract with a label or music Direct and full contribution at the General|
publisher necessary Assembly

- J




Membership

Online Portal

Many GEMA online services are accessible via
the Online Portal:

» My messages
My details

My royalties

My setlists

Work declaration

Soundfile upload

YV V V V VY V


https://www.gema.de/portal/app/login

Membership

Online Portal
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Online Portal

(

F-

\_

~

Work declaration

J

Register your works online.

No works registered,
no royalties!

@

My details
\ /

Keep your address, contact
details, bank details and tax
data up to date and much
more.

4 )

My financial details

g J

Account transactions, account
statements, analyses and
more.
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Membership

Online Portal

4 ) 4 ) 4 )
My messages Soundfile Upload My setlists

\_ / \_ _/ \_ _/

Manage your correspondence Upload audio files an release Submit setlists for live events
with us in one place. them for music use in Germany and abroad.

monitoring.
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Membership

GEMAplus benefits program

All benefits

Workshops &
webinars

Expand your know-
how about GEMA
and many other
music topics.

Partner offers

Make use of exclusive
offers around music
creation; they will
support you in your
daily life and your
career.

Showcases

Perform at popular
festivals and major
events in order to
attract new fans.

Insurances

Benefit from
exclusive, sector-
specific and tailored
insurances

24


https://www.gema.de/musikurheber/gema-plus/

Membership

Become a member - Is it worth it?



https://www.gema.de/en/music-creators/become-a-member/check-newcomer

Questions &
Answers
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