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GEMA BASICS FOR MUSIC CREATORS

Basics
What exactly is GEMA?

= GEMA stands for: Gesellschaft flir musikalische Auffihrungs-
und mechanische Vervielfaltigungsrechte

= Purpose = To manage and administer the rights of use
assigned to GEMA by its members; to represent them in
dealings with music users

= An organisation with over 107,000 members
= Approx. 35 million documented works worldwide™*
= Represents approx. 3 million rights holders worldwide™*

= Total distribution for the 2025 financial year: over 1 billion
euros”

*As at October 2026
**All figures are rounded. As at October 2026
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The sugar water lawsuit

Rights based on the sugar water lawsuit that apply to this day:

= (Creators must be asked for permission prior to each use of their works.
> This is simplified through GEMA by offering licences for music users.

= (Creators must be paid/remunerated for the uses of their works.

> GEMA takes care of adequate payment and enables
straightforward exploitations through licence agreements.

= Copyrightis applicable during the lifetime of the creators plus an additional
70 years after their deaths.

> Legal successors are also supported by GEMA in their matters.
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Basics

Rights management

GEMA acts in a fiduciary capacity to manage its members’ rights vis-a-vis licensees

Members : Licensees
Rights management Use licence

Royalties
p /\ﬁ /_/\
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Reciprocal agreements - global rights management .
. KODA (DK) @
GEMA is linked to other

PRS (UK
collecting societies through ASC:JP;?M' (UK)
reciprocal agreements. As a v

result, GEMA members benefit
from worldwide rights — 4 -
management.

SIAE (IT) GEMA STIM (SE)

Furthermore, GEMA thus

represents more than 3 million
rights holders worldwide.

JASRAC (J P) AKM (AT)

SACEM (FR)






Basics
GEMA'’s governing bodies

General Assembly
1 = takes place annually
= GEMA's central governing body
= makes decisions on the most important matters

Supervisory Board
2 = GEMA’s governing and supervisory body

= consists of members from all three professional groups
= serveson avoluntary basis

Executive Board

3 = responsible for GEMA’s operational business
= represents the association in court

= appointed by the Supervisory Board
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Structure and organisation of GEMA %

Extraordinary membership Ordinary membership

GEMA members are: ‘f ‘E ‘f

Composers Lyricists Music publishers

More than 102,000 members* hold extraordinary = More than 5,000 members* hold ordinary membership.
membership.
= There are various requirements, including requirements

There are no special requirements. Members simply relating to the duration of membership, the minimum
need to: number of works created and a minimum level of royalties.

-> Submit an application for membership

-> Pay the admission fee and membership fee = Ordinary members can participate directly in the General

-> Sign a rights administration agreement Assembly, stand for election to the Supervisory Board and

participate in additional old-age provision.
A contract with a label or publisher is not required
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https://www.gema.de/hilfe/musikurheber/mitgliedschaft/bereits-mitglied/formen-der-mitgliedschaft

Online portal

* GEMA’s Online Services can be accessed via the online GEMA
ONLINE PORTAL Help & contact (E4) (9 3
portal.
& Welcome,
)

« Apersonal portal account is required. —

MENU

85 Dashboard Q. Wartungshinweis: Unser Onlineportal ist vom 25. Oktober, 16:00 Uhr bis 27. Oktober, 15:00 Uhr wegen Wartungsarbeiten nicht verfiigbar. Wir bitten um

 The account must be activated.

= Ihr Verstandnis.

® Myarea

Y Services

* Members can view and manage their personal data via the
ACCOUNT ’ Overview
po rta I' Member number: = (% @

BPID: This is how many unread

messages are in your inbox

* Under My Repertoire, members can view their entire . 01/12/2024 7
registered repertOire, [ 7o GEMA website

Next distribution date on

« Authorisations can be granted via the portal under

Recommended features News in the online portal I ne
o i i Data protection // Work declaration
My PO rta I Pe r m I S S I O n S * Legal notice // Terms of Service @ Register your works at GEMA
©2024 GEMA Reform Live
I st

* Authorised representatives can therefore view and manage
GEMA data.

« The online portal is continuously being expanded.
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THE CIRCLE OF DISTRIBUTION

Basis for distribution

| don’t have time
to follow up on If my work is )
every single use performed, | want
to receive fair
remuneration

J

Registration of music use

Commission to

Allocation of Granting
the appropriate the
tariff B licence
Member Objective: Music user
To achieve the best .
Registers their possible outcome for Wants to use music
works the member at an event, concert,

: . cafe or club...
Uploads sound files > Increase licensing Licence payment & usage
revenue and reduce report

transaction costs
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GEMAplus and '

CREATIVE OFFERS




GEMA BASICS FOR MUSIC CREATORS

GEMAplus - The bonus programme for members

Benefit from a wide range of extras

(4 F
GEMADp|us

Insurances

Benefit from exclusive, industry-relevant
insurance policies cus tomised to you an d
y eeds.

Education & Events

Webinars & Workshops, Dates, Specials,
Media Library

Partner offers

Take advantage of exclusive offers that
support your everyday life as a musician

All benefits at a glance o et

A 15



https://www.gema.de/musikurheber/gema-plus/

!
PROTEC:
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MUSIC
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Riverside Studios

Songwriting camps
Collaborations
Showcases
Education

Networking

S A TINE IIWHISII][
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reative projects @GEMA

creative.gema -
Creative GEMA

Mg gema und camativegema
G omonn

312 Beitrage  3.663 Follower 1.488 Gefolgt

Creatlve- division of @gema
gema#

Exclusive insights into the creative and colorful musicworld
Because we love music & &

blessyouent und 2 weitere

@ linktr.ee/creative.gema

‘eﬁ morgane_abel, karel_white + 37 weitere Personen sind Follower

Gefolgt v Nachricht senden
clarissaschoeppe © Danke das ich e wil be informed on fnday
) ‘ <= =N
creative.gema 1 13 1 »
4 < g y mv o o
#BeatCon  #KNOW-HOW  #WEBINARE #SPEAKERS #50S #2WEl #MEISEL

SONGWRITING CAMP

(BERLIN)

—13.07.- 17.07.2026 —

Q =

iy lookatbesh & @ °

“WHICHDAW §
IS SHE USING?

- L -
@ rmee -

e =
Qe v R

% Gefslit creative.gema und 183 weitere Personen

Qv

GO Getsit simplyshiti und 70 weitere Personen

(@]

Insbesondere in der heutigen digitalen Welt ist es fiir
Kiinstler*innen wie mich wichtig, dass unsere Rechte wahrge-
nommen werden. Die GEMA gibt mir diese Sicherheit und ist
immer fiir mich da, sodass ich mich auf meine Kreativitit kon-
zentrieren kann.

— Ambre Vallet | Songwriterin und Kiinstlerin

4 227 watere P [] Auf Spotify anhéren
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